Bono Warns On Threats To
Existence Of UN, EU And
NATO
Bono is an outspoken apologist for the European Union, the United
Nations and Sustainable Development and he is worried about threats to
their very existence. He views the UN as “the conscience of our
humanity.” ⁃ TN Editor
Irish rock star Bono warned Monday that the United Nations and other
international institutions including the European Union and NATO are
under threat — and nations must work together to ensure their
continued existence.
The Dublin-born U2 singer and activist gave a sobering speech to several
hundred U.N. diplomats and staff at an event launching Ireland’s
candidacy for a seat on the powerful Security Council in 2021-22 saying
“you can count on Ireland to do its part in that work.”
While Bono didn’t name any countries responsible for threatening global

institutions during these “troubled times,” his words appeared clearly
aimed at U.S. President Donald Trump, who has criticized the EU and
NATO. The American leader has also pulled out of the Paris climate
agreement which the singer cited, and taken aim at the World Trade
Organization with new U.S. tariffs, an institution Bono said is also under
threat.
Speaking of the United Nations, Bono said, “I love that it exists, and I’ll
tell you, I don’t take for granted that it exists, or that it will continue to
exist because let’s be honest, we live in a time when institutions as vital
to human progress as the United Nations are under attack.”
He then said the EU, NATO and the Group of Seven major industrialized
nations have also been threatened.
“And not just these institutions but what they stand for — an
international order based on shared values and shared rules, an
international order that is facing the greatest test in its 70-year history,”
Bono said. “Not just these institutions but what they’ve achieved is at
risk.”
On Sunday night, the Irish government invited ambassadors from the
192 other U.N. member nations to Bono’s concert at Madison Square
Garden as part of its launch for a council seat.
Bono, who is also a human rights and humanitarian activist and
philanthropist, joked Monday evening that it was “unusual having a load
of ambassadors jumping up and down at a rock and roll show.” He told
the diplomats: “at least you weren’t shouting at each other, so that was
good.”
But his speech was both his sobering assessment of the state of the
world and an appeal to the diplomats to back Ireland for a council seat.
Read full story here…

