AI Will Take 40 Percent Of
White, Blue Collar Jobs In 15
Years
This prediction comes from a Chinese venture capitalist based in China
who is intent on investing huge sums of capital to make it so.
Technocrats have no restraint when it comes to disrupting society, and
worse, they have no answers on how to lessen the blows. Lee is formerly
head of Google’s China operations. ⁃ TN Editor
In as soon as 15 years, 40 percent of the world’s jobs could be done by
machines, according to one of the world’s foremost experts on artificial
intelligence. Kai Fu Lee, a pioneer in AI and venture capitalist based in
China makes this prediction in a Scott Pelley report about AI on the next
edition of 60 Minutes, Sunday, Jan. 13 at 7 p.m., ET/PT on CBS.
“AI will increasingly replace repetitive jobs, not just for blue-collar work,
but a lot of white-collar work,” says Lee. “Chauffeurs, truck drivers,
anyone who does driving for a living– their jobs will be disrupted more in
the 15-25 year time frame,” he tells Pelley. “Many jobs that seem a little
bit complex, chef, waiter, a lot of things will become automated … stores
… restaurants, and altogether in 15 years, that’s going to displace about

40 percent of the jobs in the world.” When pressed by Pelley about 40
percent of jobs being displaced, Lee says the jobs will be, “displaceable.”
“I believe [AI] is going to change the world more than anything in the
history of mankind. More than electricity,” says Lee.
One of the biggest changes will be in education. Lee is financing
companies that are installing AI systems in remote classrooms across
China to improve learning for students far from the country’s growing
cities. The AI-system is being designed to gauge student interest and
intelligence by subject.
Could such artificial intelligence identify the geniuses of the world?
“That’s possible in the future,” says Lee. “It can also create a student
profile and know where the student got stuck so the teacher can
personalize the areas in which the student needs help.”
Those students will be facing an uncertain future with 40 percent of the
world’s current jobs displaceable. “What does that do to the fabric of
society?” asks Pelley. “Well, in some sense, there is the human wisdom
that always overcomes these technological revolutions,” Lee says. “The
invention of the steam engine, the sewing machine, electricity, have all
displaced jobs. We’ve gotten over it. The challenge of AI is this 40
percent, whether it is 15 or 25 years, is coming faster than the previous
revolutions.”
Read full story here…

