Brookings
Institution:
Sustainable Development Calls
For New Type Of National
Leadership
The elitist Brookings Institution promotes Public-Private Partnership,
aka ‘Blended Finance’, as the way to achieve Sustainable Development.
Of course, this is 100% United Nations policy as well, and leads to
Technocrat leadership using pseudo-science to change the behavior of
citizens. ⁃ TN Editor
Three years after the global community committed to the ambitious
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) put forth by the 2030 Agenda,
the 30 countries that are members of the OECD Development Assistance
Committee (DAC) are still struggling to translate this framework
domestically. Applicable to rich and poor nations alike, the SDGs provide
a framework for collective action that highlights the interdependence of
development priorities, countries, and people. Achieving the ambitious
goals by 2030 will entail harmonization across many sectors—from
education, to urban development, to water supply, to climate mitigation,

to maternal and child health, to name just a few priority areas.
There is no one size fits all solution, but efforts clearly must be
comprehensive. To accelerate progress and reduce the risk of countries
falling off-track, the OECD-DAC and the Global Economy and
Development program at the Brookings Institution recently co-hosted a
roundtable for DAC members to share experiences in implementing the
SDGs by leading whole-of-government efforts while mobilizing other
stakeholders.
National governments may want to consider a two-dimensional approach
when taking on the SDGs. First, they should adopt a whole-ofgovernment approach—setting national priorities based on their own
circumstances while investing internationally to drive global progress.
Second, they should consider a whole of society approach—providing
leadership so as to mobilize and harness the contributions of a diverse
set of stakeholders.
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Our roundtable surfaced key issues ripe for further exploration: What is
the best way for governments to organize and bring together domestic
and global development priorities? How can governments lead SDG
implementation while at the same time leaving room for others to lead,
maximizing the contributions of all involved? To what extent can policy
coherence accelerate progress, and where do countries begin?

A few key insights
National government ownership must go beyond global
development agencies and architecture. High-level political buy-in is
critical, as it helps national governments reorient their policy
frameworks, plans, and budgets to achieve the SDGs. The success of the
SDGs depends on the ability of governments to foster institutional
collaboration and create ownership across institutions, both domestic
and global. Getting there requires leadership from the top.
High-level attention and support from finance ministers and their
treasuries can be powerfully catalytic. Resource strategies must go

beyond aid budgets alone to packages that unleash financing for
development, both from other ministries as well as private investors and
businesses.
This mixed approach of using development finance to mobilize additional
finance towards sustainable development or blended finance is already
being used in 17 DAC member countries. The OECD report Making
Blended Finance Work for the SDGs highlights that blended finance has
the potential to unleash greater levels of financing for development, and
that donor governments must ensure that the resources mobilized target
a broad range of development issues to meet the needs of the SDGs.
Auditors are also well-positioned to provide critical leadership and
support to governments in their efforts towards achievement of the
SDGs. Incorporating the SDGs in performance objectives and proposed
outcomes of government efforts promotes a coherent approach that
ripples out into an agenda that is shared throughout different levels of
the bureaucracy government-wide. Collecting globally valid information
on the progress of governments in an easily accessible way will serve as
a strong guiding force in moving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development forward.
Governments must pursue a coherent policy and regulatory
environment to mainstream the SDGs across sectors, ensuring
that their policies are on track both domestically and
internationally. While DAC members are mobilizing to implement SDGs
domestically, they must continue to work in concert with international
partners to promote progress around the world. The goals, often
interconnected, may require making tough decisions on trade-offs and
tackling obstacles of ownership and implementation. Investment in
policy coherence must be prioritized and also encompass a conflict
resolution mechanism, as government objectives will inevitably come
into conflict with each other.
Myriad multilateral and regional institutions and platforms are adapting
to this agenda.
Read full story here…

