NPR Exposes CIA’s MK-Ultra,
Mind Control, Torture
It is amazing that NPR would print anything on the CIA’s infamous and
horrific MK-Ultra program from the Cold War era. Repatriated
Technocrat scientists from Nazi Germany played a key role after WWII.
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During the early period of the Cold War, the CIA became convinced that
communists had discovered a drug or technique that would allow them
to control human minds. In response, the CIA began its own secret
program, called MK-ULTRA, to search for a mind control drug that could
be weaponized against enemies.
MK-ULTRA, which operated from the 1950s until the early ’60s, was
created and run by a chemist named Sidney Gottlieb. Journalist Stephen
Kinzer, who spent several years investigating the program, calls the
operation the “most sustained search in history for techniques of mind
control.”
Some of Gottlieb’s experiments were covertly funded at universities and

research centers, Kinzer says, while others were conducted in American
prisons and in detention centers in Japan, Germany and the Philippines.
Many of his unwitting subjects endured psychological torture ranging
from electroshock to high doses of LSD, according to Kinzer’s research.
“Gottlieb wanted to create a way to seize control of people’s minds, and
he realized it was a two-part process,” Kinzer says. “First, you had to
blast away the existing mind. Second, you had to find a way to insert a
new mind into that resulting void. We didn’t get too far on number two,
but he did a lot of work on number one.”
Kinzer notes that the top-secret nature of Gottlieb’s work makes it
impossible to measure the human cost of his experiments. “We don’t
know how many people died, but a number did, and many lives were
permanently destroyed,” he says.
Ultimately, Gottlieb concluded that mind control was not possible. After
MK-ULTRA shut down, he went on to lead a CIA program that created
poisons and high-tech gadgets for spies to use.
Kinzer writes about Gottlieb and MK-ULTRA in his new book, Poisoner in
Chief.

On how the CIA brought LSD to America
As part of the search for drugs that would allow people to control the
human mind, CIA scientists became aware of the existence of LSD, and
this became an obsession for the early directors of MK-ULTRA. Actually,
the MK-ULTRA director, Sidney Gottlieb, can now be seen as the man
who brought LSD to America. He was the unwitting godfather of the
entire LSD counterculture.
In the early 1950s, he arranged for the CIA to pay $240,000 to buy the
world’s entire supply of LSD. He brought this to the United States, and
he began spreading it around to hospitals, clinics, prisons and other
institutions, asking them, through bogus foundations, to carry out

research projects and find out what LSD was, how people reacted to it
and how it might be able to be used as a tool for mind control.
Now, the people who volunteered for these experiments and began
taking LSD, in many cases, found it very pleasurable. They told their
friends about it. Who were those people? Ken Kesey, the author of One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, got his LSD in an experiment sponsored
by the CIA by MK-ULTRA, by Sidney Gottlieb. So did Robert Hunter, the
lyricist for the Grateful Dead, which went on to become a great purveyor
of LSD culture. Allen Ginsberg, the poet who preached the value of the
great personal adventure of using LSD, got his first LSD from Sidney
Gottlieb. Although, of course, he never knew that name.
So the CIA brought LSD to America unwittingly, and actually it’s a
tremendous irony that the drug that the CIA hoped would be its key to
controlling humanity actually wound up fueling a generational rebellion
that was dedicated to destroying everything that the CIA held dear and
defended.
Whitey Bulger was one of the prisoners who volunteered for what he was
told was an experiment aimed at finding a cure for schizophrenia. As
part of this experiment, he was given LSD every day for more than a
year. He later realized that this had nothing to do with schizophrenia
and he was a guinea pig in a government experiment aimed at seeing
what people’s long-term reactions to LSD was. Essentially, could we
make a person lose his mind by feeding him LSD every day over such a
long period?
Read full story here…

