World Urban Forum Looks To
Cities To Advance 2030
Agenda
The master plan for all cities around the world, including those in the
United States, is embodied in the UN’s 2030 Agenda, which officially
states that the objective is to transform the world into Sustainable
Development, aka Technocracy. ⁃ TN Editor
Participants at the tenth session of the World Urban Forum
(WUF10) unpacked the theme of ‘Cities of Opportunities: Connecting
Culture and Innovation.’
Opening speakers set the tone for the Forum, which took place in Abu
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE), from 8-13 February 2020. Falah
Mohammad Al Ahbabi, Chairman of Abu Dhabi’s Department of
Municipalities and Transport, pointed to mass migration and
technological progress as two trends demanding a “renewed
understanding of locality,” which includes safety, inclusiveness and
social cohesion. UN Secretary-General António Guterres said via video
that urbanization continues to feature high rates of inequality, and called
for all stakeholders, including local governments, to partner with the UN

to tackle the climate emergency.
Ashraf Ghani, President of Afghanistan, said that organizational cultures
in “communities of knowledge” constitute a significant constraint,
suggesting that several international organizations are “still reflections
of a different world.” Fiji’s Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama
emphasized the need to make urban living synonymous with
sustainability. UN-Habitat Executive Director Maimunah Mohd Sharif
noted that “SDG 11 is where all of the SDGs come together,” and called
for turning urbanization into a net positive contributor to life on Earth.
More than 18,000 participants registered for the Forum, which
began with five Assembly meetings of the UN Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat) constituency groups that provided input to the
Habitat III process, namely women, youth, grassroots, and the World
Assembly for Local and Regional Government.
Among the initiatives launched and discussed during WUF10 were UNHabitat’s launch of the ‘SDG Project Assessment Tool: an innovative tool
for inclusive, sustainable and effective urban projects,’ as well as ‘RISE
UP: resilient settlements for the urban poor,’ which seeks to mobilize
and coordinate large-scale investments in climate change adaptation and
resilience for the urban poor. Penny Abeywardena, Mayor’s Office of
International Affairs, New York City, US, issued a call for local and
regional governments to sign the Voluntary Local Review Declaration,
noting that 20 new cities had already done so at WUF10.
Examples from countries and local communities discussed during
WUF10 included the following:
a program in the Municipality of Mogadishu, Somalia, aimed at
introducing the country’s youth to its pre-conflict history;
the use of sport as a critical space for “meeting and
resocialization,” with the city of Medellín, Colombia reporting
that it has succeeded in decreasing drug trafficking and use by
engaging communities in sports;
Senegal’s experience in using industrial taxes to subsidize
housing programmes and creating dedicated housing funds;

Jordan’s model of distributing land and houses at affordable
prices;
the work of the Bear Clan Patrol Inc., in Winnipeg, Canada,
which draws on traditional clan roles to support safety and
cultural restoration for indigenous communities in the city; and
examples of involvement from youth in many countries, including
a presentation by Martin Lucas Sortland Eick, Norwegian youth
delegate, regarding his efforts to see youth “take true
ownership” of SDG implementation in his country.
At the close of WUF10, delegates adopted the Abu Dhabi Declared
Actions, the main outcome document of the meeting. The document
presents participants’ perspectives on the relationship between culture,
innovation, and urban development. In the Declared Actions,
participants highlight that: culture is fundamental to identity and
heritage, and is an integral part of the solution to the challenges of
urbanization; cities are the incubators of social, economic,
environmental, political and cultural progress; linking data, innovation
and advances in science and technology with policy is critical for
implementing the 2015 New Urban Agenda (NUA) and achieving the
SDGs; and further action and commitments by actors at the local,
national and global levels are welcomed in support of the NUA and 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
In closing remarks, UN General Assembly (UNGA) President Tijjani
Muhammad-Bande commended WUF10 for marking one of the first
events of the UN Decade of Action. He described culture and innovation
as key for promoting socially cohesive, peaceful and resilient societies,
noting that culture plays a critical role in fostering human rights and
peaceful coexistence. He described the NUA as one of the most
important blueprints to achieving sustainable cities, and called for
innovation to become more climate resilient and better prepared for
disaster recovery and risk reduction.
Read full story here…

