World’s Most Human-Like
Robot Lands Job As University
Receptionist
TN Note: Meet Nadine, the world’s most human-like robot, or so says its
creator, Professor Nadia Thalmann at the Nanyang Technological
University in Singapore. Nadine now works as a receptionist. Her
creator says, “This is somewhat like a real companion that is always with
you and conscious of what is happening.” The philosophy behind
Technocracy would say that any job that could be done by a non-human,
should be done by a non-human.
The world’s most human-like robot has begun work as a university
receptionist as scientists predict the new technology will eventually
provide childcare and offer friendship to lonely elderly people.
With her soft skin and flowing brunette hair, Nadine does not only meet
and greet visitors, smile, make eye contact and shake hands, but she can
even recognise past guests and spark up conversation based on previous
chats.
Unlike conventional robots, Nadine has her own personality, mood and
emotions. She can be happy or sad, depending on the topic.

Powered by intelligent software similar to Apple’s Siri orMicrosoft’s
Cortana, she is the brainchild of scientists at the Nanyang Technological
University in Singapore and is based on her creator Prof Nadia
Thalmann.
Prof Thalmann, the director of the Institute for Media Innovation who led
the development of said robots such as Nadine are poised to become
more visible in offices and homes in future.
“Robotics technologies have advanced significantly over the past few
decades and are already being used in manufacturing and logistics,” she
said.
“As countries worldwide face challenges of an aging population, social
robots can be one solution to address the shrinking workforce, become
personal companions for children and the elderly at home, and even
serve as a platform for healthcare services in future.
“Over the past four years, our team at NTU have been fostering crossdisciplinary research in social robotics technologies — involving
engineering, computer science, linguistics, psychology and other fields
— to transform a virtual human, from within a computer, into a physical
being that is able to observe and interact with other humans.
“This is somewhat like a real companion that is always with you and
conscious of what is happening. So in future, these socially intelligent
robots could be like C-3PO, the iconic golden droid from Star Wars, with
knowledge of language and etiquette.”
Read full story here…

Flashback: Concern Over
Agenda
21
Turned
Cattlewoman into Agricultural
Activist
TN Note: How do you know when enough is enough? Each person has
their own point of inflection that when reached will move them to
tangible action. In recent years, more and more people are turning to
activism as the only way to push back against tyranny.
As her children and grandchildren filter through the office at the Chain
Land and Cattle Company on this bright spring morning, Andrea (Andy)
Hutchison looks more like the proud mother and grandmother she is
than the agricultural activist she has become. Some of the kids come to
see what their job is for the day and others are looking for the homebaked goodies sitting next to the coffee pot on the shelf.

Hutchison and her husband, Brad, have four children and 10 grand
children. All of her kids are involved in some way in the family ranching
business west of Canton, Okla. Hutchison said her great-grandfather,
Oscar Chain, homesteaded on the land 120 years ago trading a shotgun
and $50 for a quarter section of land in Dewey County in 1893. Her son
lives on that place and underneath his home is the original dugout where
her great-grandfather lived. Hutchison herself lives in the home her
grandfather Lenard Chain built.
Hutchison’s transformation from housewife and mother to agricultural
activist began with involvement in the Oklahoma Cattlewomen, Inc. She
eventually served two terms as president of this group.
“At that time I was just raising kids, cooking, being a gofer for the ranch
hands, and helping the secretary in the office,” Hutchison said.
In 2006 she was appointed to her first of two terms on the Cattlemen’s
Beef Board.
“I really started watching and learning to see what was going on,”
Hutchison said.
Today she is chairman of the Animal Well-Being Committee for the
American National Cattlewomen and represents that group on the board
of the Animal Ag Alliance.
Her involvement in these organizations opened Hutchison up to the
issues facing agriculture across the country.
“I started hearing stories 10 years ago at these meetings,” Hutchison
said. “There were little groups of women discussing these problems.
They would come in and tell horror stories but nobody was listening to
them.”
Through these meetings Hutchison met women like Sue Krentz and
Mindy Patterson and most recently Janet Hufnagel Thompson. Sue
Krentz and her husband, Bob, were fighting immigration issues on their
ranch in Arizona. Bob Krentz was killed by illegal aliens crossing their
ranch to enter the U.S. Mindy Patterson has been fighting against the

Humane Society of the U.S. in Missouri in an effort to re-establish the
humane slaughter of horses. Janet Hufnagel Thompson and her husband
fought back against environmentalists but eventually lost their feedlot
business in Australia.
“I would come back home and tell these stories back here in Oklahoma
and most thought I was nuts,” Hutchison said. “The stories I hear are
coming directly from the people it is happening to with conversations
ranging from drones and the abuse of the EPA to threats of Endangered
Species destroying livelihoods .”
Hutchison said women are more likely to get together and talk about
these problems than men. In the past there were Home Demonstration
Units or sewing clubs that gave rural women an opportunity to gather
and discuss issues in their lives. Today these same women are more
likely to be officers in state, regional, and national farm and rancherrelated organizations.
“Women love community,” Hutchison said.
After hearing all of these stories, Andrea Hutchison believed that these
were not just random events. Somehow they were all tied together.
“It was a culmination of a lot of stories,” Hutchison said. “I knew there
was something wrong, early on I thought it was just HSUS. But over the
last year I’ve realized it was something else.”
Hutchison believes that the something else is Agenda 21. Wikipedia
describes Agenda 21 “as a non-binding voluntarily implemented action
plan of the United Nations with regard to sustainable development.” It is
a product of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992. Agenda 21 is
implemented at local, national, and global levels by multilateral
organizations and individual governments.
“It is like someone threw a bunch of knives in the air and now they are
falling and we are in the middle of it,” Hutchison said.
Hutchison has been speaking to groups at the local and national levels to

educate other producers on how to recognize Agenda 21 and its
infiltration. Nationally she was part of panel discussion at a meeting of
the American Agri-Women. She will speak to anyone who will listen.
“It is a lot of information to share with a farmer or rancher,” Hutchison
said. “After 10 or 15 minutes their eyes begin to glaze over.”
One of Hutchison’s main concerns about Agenda 21 is the fact that this
plan will ultimately be determining what is and what is not sustainable, a
term that actually has no objective way to be measured. Basically, there
will be no top on the regulations that could be implemented. It will affect
not only farmers and ranchers but all owners of private property.
Hutchison is not alone in her campaign to stop Agenda 21. In March this
year a large group of Oklahoma residents, who are concerned about this
UN-sponsored program, met at the capital building in Oklahoma City to
educate their legislators about the issue.
From the beginning Hutchison said she felt like she was doing the right
thing and never stopped talking about the issues that were important to
her and other cattlewomen. She encourages everyone to do their own
research and find out just who they are letting on their farms and
ranches.
As the grandkids leave the office at Chain Land and Cattle Company they
congregate in their grandmother’s backyard, gathering material to build
a fort. Andrea Hutchison the activist is now the proud grandmother
again as she looks at them play together. She says they are the real
reason she is involved with these issues. Hutchison wants those
grandkids to have an opportunity to be in the ranching business that has
been so good to her family.
Read full story here…

