Scientists: World Cities Should
Prepare For Running Out Of
Water
Another catastrophic prediction by Technocrat scientists who have no
concrete evidence whatever to make their case, and yet the answer is
that governments and the UN must tightly control and allocate the
remaining water. If it isn’t a global pandemic, global warming or global
water crisis, it would be something similar. ⁃ TN Editor
It’s called “Day Zero”: when Cape Town, South Africa’s bustling port
city, sees its water taps run dry, and its population thrust into a perilous
situation.
Originally projected for this year, the impending crisis has been delayed
in part by severe measures — the city instituted restrictions that amount
to less than one sixth of an average American’s water consumption. Yet
despite that effort, “Day Zero” is still projected to arrive next year.
And when it comes, the crisis will see the government switching off all

the taps and rationing the resource through collection points.
That future isn’t just Cape Town’s. It’s a scenario cities around the globe
may face, experts say.
It may be hard to fathom just how cities could be at risk of a water
scarcity crisis when approximately 70 percent of the world is made up of
the resource. The stark reality, however, is that the percentage of fresh
water probably only amounts to about 2.5 percent, according to oftencited assessments.
Even then, a significant supply is locked up in ice and snow, which
means just 1 percent of all fresh water is easily accessible to the global
population.
Inequality in access to water is also quickly becoming a problem. While
the affluent can find ways to get access to water— through deliveries or
in-built tanks — poorer populations are left to their own devices.
That situation oftentimes leads to water theft — for profit, for survival,
or for both.

A ‘wake-up call’
A nation’s development has frequently come at the cost of undercutting
its sources of clean water, Betsy Otto, director of the World Resources
Institute’s global water program told CNBC.
“For example, quite a bit of scientific evidence has shown that
deforestation changed the hydrological cycle in the Amazon,” she said.
Although water scarcity is a very real and pervasive problem, experts
said most cities are not immediately at risk of running out of water.
Still, it is extremely important that water scarcity is acknowledged as a
global problem because cities should begin working on unique solutions
to local problems now, according to Rebecca Keller, a senior science and
technology analyst at intelligence firm Stratfor

“It won’t be the same exact scenario that Cape Town is facing,” Keller
said. “It might be pollution, drought, drier climates or significant
population growth.”
The troubles faced by Cape Town should serve as a “wake-up call” for
other countries about the realities of increasing water stress, Otto said.
Water stress occurs when demand for the resource exceeds the available
supply. It taxes the reserves and may lead to deterioration of fresh water
resources.
In recent years, California faced a drought that lasted years, Australia
survived the millennium drought, and Sao Paulo faced a water shortage
crisis in 2015 due to both drought and inefficient infrastructures.
Otto summed up the global state of preparedness for water scarcity,
saying: “We’ve either under-invested in measures or allowed existing
structures to fall apart.”

Water theft
The United Nations’ 2010 recognition of water as a human right has
complicated the issue of water theft, said Vanda Felbab-Brown, a senior
fellow in the foreign policy program at think-tank the Brookings
Institution.
“The right to water does not mean the right to free water,” FelbabBrown explained, saying many people had misunderstood the UN. “In
the same manner that people have to pay for food, they should expect to
pay for safe water.”
That sentiment hasn’t stopped outright water theft on a large scale in
countries like Brazil, India and Mexico. Companies and individuals
illegally tap into pipelines and reservoirs, or they find other ways to
avoid water meters.
Read full story here…

