Eating Less Beef And Dairy
Essential To Curb Climate
Change
The entire Sustainable Development crowd simply hates cattle, which
have become the object of continual scorn. Meanwhile, the UN continues
to promote insect protein as the answer to the world’s hunger
problems. ⁃ TN Editor
You probably know most vegetarians than you used to. You may even
know some vegans—people who eat no animal products, including eggs,
butter, milk and cheese. But did you know that their dietary habits may
be essential to save the planet? A new research paper from UK think
tank Chatham House, Livestock—Climate Change’s Forgotten
Sector, explains why it may be necessaryfor a lot more people to go
vegetarian or at least dial down their consumption of meat and dairy
products, and how to get them to do that.
You may have laughed at the idea that cows and cattle are a major
producer of the greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change.
Unfortunately for the steak lovers out there, it’s true. Climate-impacting
emissions are produced not just by the animals’ digestive systems, but

also by the fertilizers and manure used to produce feed and the
deforestation taking place to provide grazing lands. To add insult to
injury, livestock animals consume large amounts of water, agricultural
and land resources that could be deployed to support a higher quality of
life for humans.
Greenhouse gas emissions from livestock, the study says, account for
about 14.5 percent of the global total, more than direct emissions from
the transportation sector and more than all the emissions produced by
the U.S., the world’s biggest economy. And it’s probably impossible to
keep global temperature increases under 2 degrees Celsius, the
commonly cited goal to prevent unstoppable global warming, without
addressing livestock production—and global dietary trends.
Those trends illustrate that the demand for livestock products and meat
consumption are increasing in countries like China as more people
become more affluent. Currently, the biggest meat-eating countries are
China, EU, U.S. and Brazil; major dairy consumers are China, India, EU
and U.S. And consumption of meat is expected to grow 76 percent by
2050 with dairy consumption projected to increase by 65
percent. Growth in meat consumption in China is projected to be over
four times that of the next fastest-growing consumer, Brazil.
“Our LiveWell project has shown we can cut a quarter of our climate
emissions from the European food supply chain by eating more pulses,
fruit and vegetables and by reducing our meat consumption,” Brigitte
Alarcon, sustainable food policy officer at WWF, told The Guardian of
London. “National governments should improve food education to
encourage healthy eating habits and environmental sustainability as a
first step.”
But the study says that governments and environmental groups have, for
the most part, been reluctant to address meat-eating, compared, for
instance, to high-profile campaigns on palm oil use.
Read full story here…

